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food to the burying ground,   it is distributed
amongst the poor of the city and the suburbs;
the beggars congregating in those places to in-
dulge in the luxuries prepared to the memory
of the- dead.    The food prepared on this occa-
sion must not contain any animal food.    Bread
of various kinds, sweet rice, and meetah (a mix-
ture of sugar, ghee, and flour), are the usual
dainties   I   have   observed   in these  offerings.
Fireworks are in universal request on the night
of Shubh-burraat, which is required to be passed
in wakefulness \ and to this may be ascribed
the never-varying custom of letting them off:
it is an amusement -these people take delight in
at all times, and on this occasion most usefully,
to keep them awake.    The younger branches, at
all events, derive this benefit from the pastime.
The religious community make it a night of
strict devotion; they offer prayers and interces-
sions  for the souls of their departed friends,
since they imagine that this period, of all others,
is most favourable to prayer,  as  they believe
the heart is more open to the throne of mercy,
the  prayer more  effectual,  and that the real